COLLECTION FOR

BEFORE BEGINNING HER ROUTE TO COLLECT GARBAGE IN La CruUz, Ana,

WHO WORKS ON A GARBAGE TRUCK, PREPARES FOR HER DAY ON THE JOB. Toay I OREAMED I was

DROWNING IN TRASH.

¥ SOMETIMES I WONDER IF ANY
OF THE MUNICIPALITIES COLLECTS
\ ALL THE GARBAGE IN THEIR

I'm CERTAIN THE LAW (Law FOrR INTEGRAL
WAasTE MANAGEMENT) REQUIRES MUNICIPALITIES
TO PROVIDE COLLECTION SERVICES TO THE ENTIRE
CANTON, BUT NONE OF THEM ACTUALLY DO IT.
MOoST COVER LESS THAN &4 PERCENT OF THE

/;HE MarYor, JUNNIER
SALAZAR, SAID THE AMOUNT
OF TRASH H&S INCREASED BY
30 PERCENT DUE TO THE
ARRIVAL CF MOCRE THAN
3,000 MIGRANTS IN THE

\REGIDN' /) Ii;__._'. ¥

'/Ir.n Cruz anp BaGaces )
TRANSPORT WASTE TO
INFORMAL DUMPS. THE DUMPS
ARE PRONE TO THE

SPREADING OF DISEASE BY
MOSQUITOES AND RATS. THE
DUMPS ALSO CONTAMINATE

THE SOIL AND WATER AND
CONTRIBUTE TO CLIMATE
CHANGE. j
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Dio YOU HEAR THAT, SERGIO?
IF THE INFORMAL DUMPS
CAUSE SO MANY PROBLEMS,
WHY DO WE STILL HAVE TWO?

I DON'T kKNow, ANA. I DON'T
UNDERSTAND, THERE'S A LOT OF
NEW TECHNOLOGY TODAY., AND
THERE ARE MANY OPTIONS TO
CONVERT ALL OF THAT GARBAGE
INTO ENERGY.

IF THE TECHNOLOGY EXISTS, AND EVEN THE FINANCING, WHY
ISN'T THERE A SOLUTION FOR GARBAGE COLLECTION?
ACCORDING TO JuaN JOSE LaO, AN ATTORNEY AND DOCTORATE
IN ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMY, THE PROBLEM STEMS FROM A
LACK OF POLITICAL WILL AND DISOBEDIENCE AND IMPUNITY
REGARDING THE LAW.

AT LEAST LAST YEAR THEY
CLOSED THE DUMP HERE IN
CaNas, ALONG WITH GNE IN
TILARAN IN 2012,

YES, AT LEAST IT'S SOME PROGRESS. THE
SAME YEAR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF BAGACES,
CaNas aAND TILARAN SIGNED A CONTRACT WITH
A COMPANY CALLED BICENERGIA TICA TO
CONVERT ALL OF THAT GARBAGE INTO FUEL.

YEs, T REMEMBER THAT. IN THE NEWSFAPEER THEY
saip SETENA TOLD THEM TO DO ANCTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY BECAUSE THE FIRST
ONE WASN'T ACCEPTABLE. BUT THEY TOOK TwoO
YEARS TO REVIEW IT. S0 NOW THEY 'RE DOING
ANOTHER ONE. BUT wHO KNOWS..

YEAH, WHO KNOwWS?
WHar I DO KNow IS
THAT WE'VE GOT A
LONG way TO GO TO
TAKE THIS TRASH TO
Miramar.
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TiLARAN, CaNaS, ABANGARES AND
LIBERIA TRANSFORT THEIR GARBAGE TO
A LANDFILL IN MIraAMAR, FUNTARENAS.
THAT ENTAILS A TRAVEL DISTANCE OF
BETWEEN S50 AND 120 KILOMETERS.

SanTta CRuz LANDFILL.

DoN'T WORRY, YOU'LL
GET USED TO THE
SMELL. THIS IS ONLY
PART OF WHAT COMES
FrRoM NiCora.

HERE COME THE TRUCKS

FROM CARRILLO, THE 6 ( 2
-

CANTON THAT'S DOING
THE BEST, BECAUSE THEY

COLLECT 95 PERCENT OF Q %
THEIR GARBAGE. E"
| 1
ik

"d""_

THAT'S NOTHING
COMPARED TO

NANDAYURE, WHICH ONLY
COLLECTS BARELY 19

CANTONS SEND THEIR
\ TRASH HERE?

HERE WE RECEIVE GARBAGE FROM
CarriLLo, Santa Cruz, Nicoa,
Nanparure AND HOJANCHA. ABOUT
HALF OF GUANACASTE, IN OTHER
WORDS.

AS A SOLUTION TO MUNICIPAL BUDGET LIMITATIONS, IFAM sars IT
CAN FINANCE THE PURCHASING OF EQUIPMENT OR THE BUILDING OF A
TRANSFER CENTER OF LANDFILL, AS WELL AS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
FOFR. INFRASTRUCTURE DESIGN OR AN UPDATING OF RATES.
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